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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SOUND TRANSIT TAPS NORTHWEST TRANSIT SYSTEMS PARTNERS AS CM FOR
LANDMARK LIGHT RAIL EXPANSION
SEATTLE, August 17, 2017 – Northwest Transit Systems Partners (NTSP), a joint venture consisting
of STV, a leading transportation design and construction management firm, and Mott MacDonald, will
oversee the systems construction of two transformative new light rail extensions that will serve tens of
thousands of commuters who will ride future extensions of Sound Transit’s light rail system.
NTSP was approved by the Sound Transit Board of Directors in May. The team will perform systems
construction management services for the $3.7 billion East Link Extension, a 14-mile-long extension
connecting Seattle, Mercer Island, Bellevue and Redmond; and the $1.9 billion 4.3-mile Northgate Link
Extension between the University of Washington at Husky Stadium, the University District and the
Northgate neighborhood. Both light rail extensions were approved by voters and are key components of
a larger system expansion being undertaken by Sound Transit over the next 25 years.
“These two extensions will provide commuters with easier, more reliable access to jobs, schools, retail
and cultural institutions all across Seattle and the surrounding area,” said John Ponzio, STV vice
president and its systems national practice leader. “The end result is a Sound Transit system that aspires
to be one of the nation’s best transportation networks.”
Sound Transit estimates that at least 50,000 people a day will use East Link by 2030. Once completed,
the extension will be the world’s only passenger light rail service operating over a floating bridge –
referring to the section of I-90 over Lake Washington connecting Mercer Island and Seattle.
Trains for the Northgate Extension, which is estimated to serve more than 60,000 weekday riders by
2030 and connect Northgate residents to Sea-Tac Airport in 47 minutes and downtown Seattle in 14
minutes, will operate in twin tunnels from the University of Washington Station.
STV has a long history supporting the design and construction of new light rail systems and extensions
throughout North America. Over the past decade, STV provided program management services for light
rail transit in Charlotte, Dallas and Houston, as well as construction management services for the
recently completed extension in Sacramento. STV is currently providing design services for light rail
transit under development in Ottawa and Charlotte.
About STV: Founded more than 100 years ago, STV is a leader in providing engineering, planning,
architectural and environmental and construction management services for transportation systems,
infrastructure, buildings, energy and other facilities. The firm is ranked 40th in Engineering NewsRecord’s Top 500 Design Firms survey and 11th in its Transportation category. STV is 100 percent
employee-owned. For more information, visit our website at www.stvinc.com or follow @STVGroup
on Twitter.
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